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naval Powers pointed to a speeding-up in the world's development, which we had not been in a position to anticipate in 1897. Even in home politics things were developing. The dispute over the Central Canal seemed to be a prelude to the collision between the economic groups, which threatened in 1902 on the occasion of the revision of the commercial treaties, and if the navy question had become mixed up with this it would have run the risk of not being treated on its merits.
At the end cf September, 1899, therefore, I was prepared, with the Emperor's consent, to include as many troublesome demands as possible in the estimates of 1900, to get in touch with the Reichstag deputies during the winter months of 1899-1900, and to draw up the form and contents of a new supplementary Bill in the Admiralty, the introduction of which was to be decided in the spring of 1900 according to the international situation and popular feeling.
IV
As I knew how difficult it was for a man of the Emperor's temperament to allow this matter to mature and to refrain from making it public, I sent a request to the Foreign Secretary on October nth, asking him to bring his influence to bear on the Emperor to prevent the latter from making a premature statement on the navy question on the occasion of the forthcoming launching of H.M.S. Karl der Grosse in Hamburg. Count Biilow readily agreed to this and showed